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EZ Guide Bending Tool Instructions
Introduction
The EZ Guide manual bending tool can be used to create the necessary bends for your EZ Guide mounting and guide rail.  To achieve the best results, please follow the instructions below.
Hand Bending Guide Rail Instructions 
Step 1
Create a full-scale template of the curve you want to make. This can be done by plotting the curve on a large format printer or laying it out on a floor.  
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Step 2
Use the Curved Guide Rail Calculator to determine the length of the guide rail to be cut. Be aware that there are separate calculations for straight versus curved rails.  

The Curved Guide Rail Calculator requires the following inputs: Bracket Size/Type, Side of the Bend, Bend Angle, Conveyor Centerline Radius, Retracted Guide Rail Offset from Center (in), the Measured Infeed Distance and Measured Outfeed Distance. Use the Curved Guide Rail Calculator to determine your Infeed Tangent Length and Outfeed Tangent Length.

Infeed Detail

Measured Infeed Distance
Curve Tangent Point
Transition Clamp Edge
Infeed Tangent Length




Outfeed Detail
Curve Tangent Point
Transition Clamp Edge
Measured Outfeed Distance
Outfeed Tangent Length

Step 3
Carefully measure and mark the locations of the Infeed Tangent Length, Outfeed Tangent Length, and the Bend Center on the straight piece of material.  Double-check to make sure that the measurement for the Bend Center is correct.
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Step 4
Fix the bending tool in a benchtop vice, clamp, or similar device.
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Step 5
Slide the rail through the bending tool through the appropriate opening.  Stop when you reach one of the marks made for the Infeed Tangent Length or Outfeed Tangent Length.
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Step 6
Make a series of very small bends in the rail in the section between the Infeed and Outfeed Tangent Lengths. The bends need to be very shallow and spaced about 19mm to 25mm (¾in to 1in) apart.  The goal is to finish with a radius that is larger than your finished template.

When bending the rail, make sure to hold the rail as close to the bending tool as possible to “isolate” the bend. 

Be very careful to not over bend the rail during this process!  It is much better to “not bend it enough” than to bend it too much.
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Step 7
Take the rail and lay it on top of your template and compare.  It is expected to be under-bent for the first few attempts.  
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Step 8
Continue the process of bending the rail (Step 6) until it matches the template.
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